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THERE is a bill before the Vermont legislature now in session 
that out-Herods Herod as a valued policy law. It is short and 
sweet, reading as follows : 

Every fire insurance company doing business in this State shall, in case of 
loss, pay to the insured the amount of the insurance as set forth in the policy 
covering such property. 

No matter how much the property may have depreciated, or 
whether the loss is total or partial, the full amount named in 
the policy must be paid. It is not probable that such a bill can 
pass any legislative body, but it indicates the dense ignorance 
that is too frequently found among legislators regarding the sub- 
ject of insurance. The author of the above should add to his 
bill another clause providing that the owner of any property de- 
stroyed by fire shall regard himself as insured in any companies 
he chooses to name, and make it mandatory on such companies 
to pay any claim for damages he may decide to set up. 





Tue Board of Health of New York last week reported several 
cases of the grip in the city. As this scourge has already paid 
us three visits, it was hoped that we had seen the last of it, but 
it appears that the germs are still among us and making them- 
selves felt. This will be discouraging information to many who 
have already suffered from it, and who dread it more than they 
do the cholera. While the grip has not proved so fatal in its 
first attacks as many other diseases have done, it has hada 
tendency to weaken the constitutions of those it fixed upon and 
to pave the way for other diseases of a fatal character. The 
life assurance companies were called upon to pay many death 
losses on account of its previous visitations, and they not un- 
naturally dread its reappearance, It is probable that the sanitary 
measures adopted to prevent the cholera getting a foothold 
among us may prevent the grip from becoming epidemic, but it 
behooves every person to exercise great care, and to avoid ex- 
posure in our changeable climate. A sudden cold is a good 
beginning for the grip to work on, and it is just as well to avoid 
taking cold. 





Tue Duke of Marlborough, who died last week, for along time 
was reported to have carried more assurance upon his life than 
any other one man, but later his limit was exceeded by Postmas- 
ter General Wanamaker, and one or two others. It is stated that 
the Duke had $1,000,000 of assurance at the time of his death, 
all made out in favor of his wife. The Duchess of Marlborough 
was an American woman, widow of Mr. Hammersley, a millionaire, 
from whom she inherited great wealth. After her marriage to 
the Duke, she expended large sums of money in restoring 
Blenhem palace, the “ancestral halls” of her husband, whose 
extravagance, and that of his predecessors, had brought the estate 
toa most dilapidated condition, As the property descends to the 
son of the Duke by his divorced wife, the life assurance was 
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taken out, it is said, to reimburse the latest Duchess for her out- 
lays upon the property, where her predecessor in the Duke’s 
affections and her son will reign in future. Another statement 
is to the effect that his life assurance amounted to $1,500,000, 
and was all taken in English companies, previous to his last 
marriage, for the benefit of his creditors, the Duchess having no 
interest whatever in the policies. ‘The Duke was well known in 
this country, where many of his creditors reside. 





THE presidential election passed off very quietly last week 
notwithstanding the unexpected revolution effected by it, and 
the wonderful change in public sentiment indicated by the result. 
Business men will be thankful that politics no longer usurp gen- 
eral attention, and that all can settle down once more to the pros- 
ecution of their usual avocations. During a presidental cam- 
paign business suffers because of an anticipated change in the 
political complexion of the general goverment, and because of 
the excitement worked up by the party managers. Insurance in- 
terests are affected in common with all others, and the volume 
of business written is less during the campaign months than at 
other seasons. Two presidents of life assurance companies in- 
form us that their business for October fell off ten per cent from 
the amount written in October, 1891. Insurance against fire 
could not be dispensed with, so it is not likely that there was 
much loss of business in that branch, but in all others there was 
a falling off. But the election, with all its attendant interests 
and excitement, is a thing of the past, and already there are in- 
dications in the stock market and elsewhere, that business men 
have once more taken up their active pursuits with increased 
energy. Now is the time for the life agents and solicitors to put 
in their best efforts, and during what is left of the year bring up 
the volume of business to compensate for the losses of the cam- 
paign. The companies are ambitious to excel their previous 
records and look to the agents to swell the amount of new bus- 
iness written over that of any previous year. It will require 
unusual exertion to do this, but the agents are equal to it if they 
so determine. 





THERE have been numerous fires during the past few weeks 
involving losses in large amounts, and, of course, making heavy 
demands upon the insurance companies, The fall months always 
bring large accessions to the list of fires, and the experience of 
the past few years seems to indicate that what have heretofore 
been regarded as phenomenal losses must henceforth be regarded 
as the normal losses, to be anticipated every fall and provided 
for. Every city and every manufacturing town is liabie to an 
outbreak of fire that may destroy immense values in a very brief 
space of time, and the way to prevent such disasters has not yet 
been discovered. There was the little manufacturing town of 
Camden, Maine, with a population of less than 5000, that had a 
blaze last week involving a reported loss of nearly $500,000, 
a large portion of the place having been destroyed. Its facili- 
ties for extinguishing fires were wholly inadequate, consisting 
of one hand engine, some chemical extinguishers and a limited 
water supply. There are many places in the country equally 
unprotected, where a fire started under favorable conditions 
would destroy immense values in a very short time. It will be 
many years before the premiums collected in Camden will re. 
coup the companies for this single loss, yet any attempt to get 


better rates there would be met with violent opposition. There 
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has been a steady increase in the fire waste of the country 
year after year, the phenomenal becoming the normal, and the 
only possible way in which the companies can meet their losses 
and continue business is by advancing rates. Improving the 
fire departments is no part of their business, and even the best 
departments cannot prevent heavy losses, as witness the recent 
fires in Milwaukee and Brooklyn. New York and Chicago prob- 
ably have the best equipped and the best manned fire departments 
in the world, yet every officer connected with them is in daily 
apprehension of a fire breaking out that will “get away” from 
them and become aconflagration. Our manufacturing industries 
are continually increasing in number and extent, and every new 
one adds to the fire hazards. Until fireproof construction takes 
the place of the hap-hazard buildings that now predominate, great 
fires must be anticipated and the insurance losses provided for. 
There is no way for the underwriters to do this but by making 
the premium charge adequate to the hazard, and this is not now 
done. The experience of the last few weeks has pretty much 
destroyed whatever chance the companies in general had of show- 
ing a profit on the year’s business, and there is stiil six weeks of 
the worst part of the year to come. 





. 


AN effort was made to ccmmit the National Convention of Life Under- 


writers by a resolution condemning the use of ratios. It signally failed as it 


ought to have done. Ratios are the real objective points in nearly all insur- 
ance statistics. They are the ultimate objects of inquiry without which the 
figures in most cases would be useless. Of what use is it to be told that a 
company has so much of capital or assets unless we know the extent to which 
these are offset by liabilities ; or to know that it has written so many risks, re- 
ceived so much in premiums, and pa'd so much in losses unless we are at 
liberty to inquire further as to the average rate, or percentage lost? Who 
cares about the amount of death-claims except as a measure of the death-rate ? 
If any person cares to study a company’s figures and the ratios are not given, 
he must and will figure them out for himself.— Zhe Monitor. 

The fact that ratios always have been used in canvassing for 
life assurance, and that companies employ skilled statisticians to 
prepare ratios for the use of their solicitors and for advertising 
purpceses, is the best evidence that they are valuable and a rec- 
ognized necessity to the business. The trouble with ratios is 
found in the manner in which they are “twisted” by interested 
persons to favor one company at the expense of another—in 
short, to distort or conceal the truth. But ratios that are honest 
that are deduced from official statements, using the same factors 
for all companies to arrive at the point aimed at, are not only 
valuable as canvassing documents, but are instructive to students 
of life assurance, especially so to managers of companies and 
heads of departments within the companies. Ratios issued by 
the companies themselves are generally looked upon with suspi- 
cion, and, in the absence of official reports at hand to confirm 
them, are of little value for field work. Would be assurers im- 
mediately recognize company literature as company advertise- 
ments, and attach to it ihe same degree of confidence that they 
do to the ordinary advertisements of any other business. Agents 
recognize the weakness of company literature, and several in- 
stances have come to our knowledge where companies have at- 
tempted to give special emphasis to some favorable showing in 
publications issued by us, but the agents refused to use the 
matter so emphasized, sending to us for the publications in their 
original form. When, however, statistics and ratios emanate from 
an entirely independent source, treating all companies alike in 
the methods used to reach the desired results, they become trust- 
worthy and command confidence. The Spectator Company has 
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achieved a wide reputation for its statistical publications, and 
they are in demand for field use, for the simple reason that they 
are the work of statisticians who are entirely independent of the 
companies and deal with official figures without fear or favor. In 
all cases, the basis of calculation is the same for one company as 
for another, and ifany point needs explanation, it is given in a con- 
cise footnote. They are designed for the use of applicants for as- 
surance, and are self explanatory, so that an agent is not required 
to spend his time in teaching a person how touse them. There 
are no invidious distinctions made between companies, no attempt 
to bolster up one at the expense of the others, but the official 
figures being taken for the ground work of the calculations in 
every instance, the resulting ratios are natural and impartial. Of 
such publications are the works issued by The Spectator Com- 
pany, entitled: ‘‘ Life Insurance Ratios :” A Compendium of 
State Official Reports; “ Definitive Analysis of Life Insurance 
Returns ;” “ The Life Insurance Policyholder’s Pocket Index ;’ 
and all the tables contained in “The Insurance Year Book.’ 
Such tables, with natural ratios deduced from sworn statements, 
are invaluable to workers in the life assurance field as well as to 
careful students of the science. Being wholly impartial, no 
reasonable objection can be made to their publication, while their 
wide circulation is proof that they are wanted by the field nen. 





THE National Board of Underwriters has again addressed a 
circular to the Governors of the different States, calling their 
attention to the increasing fire losses, and asking them to recom- 
mend to the legislatures of their several States, the passage of 
laws calculated to reduce the number of fires. The com- 
munication to the Governors recites the fact that the fire waste 
has increased from $84,000,009 in 1882 to $143,000,000 in 1891, 
and recommends the adoption of laws similar to those of some 
of the Eastern States, providing for an investigation of the cause 
of every fire that occurs, and the prosecution of all persons sus- 
pected of incendiarism. Liberal quotations made from the reports 
of various insurance commissioners, indicate that incendiarism 
is increasing and express the belief that an official investigation 
of each fire would tend to deter incendiaries in their work. The 
Governors of the different States have heretofore been appealed 
to in a similar manner, and several of them did last year allude 
to the fact in their annual messages to their legislatures, but their 
recommendations were barren of results. It is to be hoped that 
something more substantial may follow the present effort in those 
States whose legislatures are now in session or will be during the 
winter. For a number of years, the insurance press has been 
calling for fire inquests after the manner proposed, and there is 
little doubt that eventually every State will make provision 
for investigation; but the matter will require considerable 
agitation before it is fully accomplished. Certainly the increasing 
fire losses, now reaching to nearly $50,000,000 a year, ought to 
induce the adoption of measures to prevent this enormous waste. 








—Are paper-cutting machines such expensive luxuries in England that 
our brethren of the British insurance press cannot afford them? Let us 
figure out the waste of time caused by the issuance of a journal with uncut 
pages. 
every week in cutting his paper. This amounts to forty-one hours and forty 


Suppose that half a minute is consumed by each of 5000 subscribers 
minutes in the aggregate. This work could probably be done in half an hour 
by a cutting machine, saving forty-one hours and ten minutes of valuable time 
weekly. A word to the wise is sufficient. 
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We are informed that so many policyholders in the Underwriters and Amer- 
ican of Wheeling, W. Va., have refused to surrender their policies through 
Runck & Co, of Cincinnati, that the companies have taken the matter in 
hand and are sending out certified checks for the amount of the return 
premiums, In the interim policyholders who have received the policies of 
the Citizens of Ohio (Toledo) would like to exchange back again. 

¥ * * * 


TIUERE is a whisper that some of the magnates of the local Tariff Associa- 
tion have not given up all hope of bringing the Continental into the fold of 
the faithful. There are others who do not deem it worth while spending any 
time in the effort, but it seems that two or three good sized companies think 
that withthe Continental in, several additional reforms can be secured. But 
why not secure them without the Continental ? 

x * * * 


OnE of the newly elected legislators from Newark, N, J., is a prominent 
local insurance agent. It would not bea bad thing if there were a few level- 
headed agents in every legislature to enlighten the ignorant relative to insur- 
ance legislation. 

* * * * 


THERE is a hotel inthis city upon which, in addition to the usual building 
and furniture insurance, there are separate policies, first to the owner on his 
rents, second to the lessee covering his leasehold, sub-rentals, accident to ele- 
vator and personal injury from boiler explosions, improvements and new plate. 
The only thing lacking is a policy on the health of the boarders, 

* * . * 


Now that the election is over, it is no secret that most of the betting in the 
local offices in Broadway was on the wrong side. One man, however, who 
voted for Harrison but bet on Cleveland, while regretting the loss of his vote, 
rejoices in his winnings, and declares one to bea fair offset to the other. He 
is one of those ‘‘ I told you so’s” who predicted the political cyclone, and 
insured against it by betting on the winning side, 


* * * * 


RECENT fires in Brooklyn have been so numerous and losses so large, that it 
is not surprising to learn that several of the agency companies on this side of 
the bridge, which have been lately writing more freely on special hazards in 
that city, have received instructions to halt. Take it all in all, there isnct a 
large city in America in which the results of fire underwriting year after year 
are more disappointing than in Brooklyn. Few companies carry a balance to 
the profit side in a series of years, and yet the dwelling and small store risks 
of that city are highly esteemed by the local companies and are written for a 
song. 

* * * * 

THERE is a joke current at the Insurance Club that a certain English man- 
ager, who used to drink Milwaukee beer as part of his lunch, now declines it, 
He says he has had all the ‘* Milwaukee” in his he requires for this year. 
Possibly by this time he has had a letter from the home office. 

* * * * 

THERE is considerable small talk among the companies (especially the 
losers) over the loss on the so-called fire-proof structure of the Chicago Athletic 
Club a few days ago, The loss is reduced far below the first estimate, and it 
appears was occasioned by lumber in the top story. There isa suspicion of 
What 
interests the companies is how they are to regard fire-proof buildings or fire 
risks with this experience staring them in the face. 
this loss has proved fruitful. 

* * * * 


incendiarism, and all the other usual explanation of the causes, etc. 


As a topic for’ discussion 


ALTHOUGH there is no visible evidence of a ‘* December boom,” with all 
that it implies, it is believed that if any respectable reinsurance contract were 
offered there would be a quick outreach for it. lerhaps one of the sprinkler 
specialty companies or Lloyds might be induced, etc., etc, 

* * * * 


A CONTRIBUTION to the current discussion on the present method of mak- 
ing rates was furnished in a letter from a special agent received last Monday 
by a well-known agency company regarding a risk lately sprinkled in a New 
Jersey city. The special wrote that, in company with three others, he 
inspected the premises, and they decided that it might be written at sixty 
cents (which was less than half the former rate), but the next day they learned 
that the owner had been in negotiation with one of the New England mutuals 
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and had therefore authorized the local agent to write up the risk at thirty-five 
cents. Is it any wonder the companies are groping after a better way ? 
* * * * 


THE railroad syndicate companies are trying to cut down the amounts they 
are offered on the cotton risks of Southern roads, They complain that it is 
impossible to obtain reinsurance as easily as in days gone by. 

* * * * 


ANYBODY who wishes to learn the opinions of agents concerning the action 
of companies who write over their agents’ heads, will do wellto visit Pitts- 
burgh and start the conversation on the recent handling of insurance on a 
local newspaper plant by a New York broker. The agents will give forth a 
stream of objurgation and condemnation toward the companies without stint. 
When they get their names it will start the rowdy-dow afresh, 





CORRESPONDENCE. 





TEXAS. 
[From Our OWN CORRESPONDENT. ] 

I note that what little news you get from Galveston is in a general way 
or through Dallas; hence an occasional letter from this point will not be amiss, 
The situation here is rather quiet owing to Presidential and State elections 
and short cotton crop. 

We have not had any serious fires for some time, except the creosoting 
works of the Wharf Co., which were destroyed a short time since, upon which 
there was no insurance. There were two fires in one day on steamers loaded 
with cotton, and ready to sail, on October 29, and there have been quite a 
number this season. These cotton fires on shipboard are getting to be serious 
for the marine companies, and I have no doubt they will commence investiga- 
tions at once and take measures to stop them, 

The fire imsurance on cotton in presses in Galveston has been nearly all 
profit to the fire insurance companies for the last twenty-seven years; during 
that period there has been only one fire of any consequence, which occurred in 
the south yard of the Texas Compress. Insurance involved, $23,000 ; loss to 
companies, $21,000. The above fire was caused by lightning about I A, M., 
November g 1877. When you take into consideration that our fire depart- 
ment at the time was a volunteer department, and we had to depend on pri- 
vate cisterns and wells for water supply, you will be suprised that the loss was 
so small, Add to the above loss about $12,000, making $33,000, and it will 
cover all fire losses on cotton in Galveston cotton presses in twenty-seven years, 
Premiums paid in that time will average $1,500,000, 

Our fire department at present is second to none. The best the city has 
ever had, and equipment also, The men and horses are thoroughly drilled 
and trained, and with the present water-works system and supply, there is no 
necessity for any more large conflagrations. 

Special agents have been scarce in Galveston for several months, they have 
been kept pretty busy with losses in Texas and Arkansas. 

There will be a very important meeting (or convention) at Dallas on No- 
vember 15 of managers, officers, general and special agents, to consider the 
situation in Texas and to adopt plans and measures to improve it and see if 
something can be done to stop the fire waste and enable companies to make a 
profit in this great State, It is expected that many prominent insurance men 
from the Northeast and other sections will attend, as the meeting is of suf- 
ficient importance to the companies to require a full attendance, 

There is a non-board agent in Galveston, who is cutting rates and giving 
rebates, which has stirred up the old board agents. Would not be surprised 
at any time to see the old agents pay their respects to the non-board man and 
dispose of him in short order. OCCASIONAL. 

GALVESTcoN, TEX., November 2. 





THE OHIO FARMERS INSURANCE COMPANY, 
[FRoM AN OCCASIONAL CORRESPONDENT. ] 

The recent action of the Insurance Commissioner of this State in causing 
the Ohio Farmers Fire Insurance Company to cease doing business on the 
cash plan on account of an impairment of the capital or provision, secured by 
special legislation, enabling the company to write business on the cash or 
stock plan, providing they had a surplus or fund of $200,000 of available 
securities, such as would be accepted by the Insurance Department, and the 
calling together by the company of all the Ohio agents and some few of the 
agents of Illinois and Indiana, is still the principal topic in insurance circles 
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here. The president of the company, James C. Johnson, and its secretary, 
O. S. Wells, were present during the session, The business having been 
practically conducted with closed doors, it was difficult to get anything like a 
eorrect understanding of the proceedings, though enough was gathered to 
show that there was a deep interest taken by all the agents present, and at one 
time it was thought there would be a complete reorganization. We were in- 
formed that a subscription list was started with considerable show of success, 
as in a short time nearly $100,coo was subscribed. It was not definitely 
learned what amount of capital was proposed, but the drift of the conversation 
indicated $200,000, with a surplus sufficient’ to insure against impairment 
by reason of expenses in reorganizing and taking care of the unexpired busi- 
ness. But it was learned late in the evening, or at the close of the session. 
that the question of reorganization would be abandoned for the present, and 
that the agents agreed to return to their respective bailiwicks and see what 
could be ccomplished in way of collecting premiums which had been thrown 
out by the Commissioner on account of being three months overdue. In this 
connection it was stated that the amount to be raised was about $135,c00, 
which would bring the assets required under the special act referred to 
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above. 

One of the most noticeable features was the very deep interest manifested 
upon the part of these local agents. They were a fine looking body of gentle- 
men, possessing all the honorable qualities of successful insurance men, such 
as any company would be glad to have, and when one knows the qualifi- 
cations necessary to be successful in the soliciting field, the wonderful growth 
of the Ohio Farmers is not surprising. The bold determination stamped upon 
the brows of the assembled solicitors led us to conclude that the company was 
only resting, but would arouse in a short time to renewed vigor and the legion 
of opponents know what that means. It has been reported all a'ong the line 
that the company since last June has been renewing their farm business at 
advanced rates; we were informed a few days ago by one of the company’s 
agents that an agent representing a big English company offered to renew one 
of the Ohio farm risks at the old rate, but failed to get the risk. 

Should the agents prove successful in making the required collections and 
a sufficient amount is secured, the Insurance Commissioner will be invited to 
visit Le Roy again and will be asked to renew the authority of the company to 
transact business as before. G. kK; j. 
Cotumsus, O., November 5. 





MINNESOTA. 
[From Our Own CORRESPONDENT. ] 

The local organization of underwriters is again in the throes of a violent 
attack of printers’ ink. The local papers have been full of sensational stories 
about the state of things. As is usually the case, there have been some 
grains of truth mixed in with the chaff. The insurance fraternity certainly 
has been badly broken up. The agents have been ‘‘ acting up” among them- 
selves for a long time. Commission cutting has been the rock on which they 
have bumped. Ugly stories went back to headquarters, and then came a 
reported threat which alarmed the agents. ‘This was that Minneapolis might 
be taken out of the list of excepted cities. This would never do, and the 
underwriters decided to send a committee to Chicago to see about it. The 
committee tackled ‘‘Commission No, 3” last week, and reported at a gen- 
eral meeting to-day that they were satisfied by their conference that Minne- 
apolis would never be anything but an excepted city. This was a big relief, 
but it didn’t straighten everything out. Things are at such a pass that some- 
thing must be done to restore confidence in one another. A committee was 
appointed to devise some scheme to this end. Just what it will be nobody 
knows. There is some talk of incorporating and requiring heavy bonds, All 
the agents in the city except the North British are in the organization and 
are disposed to stayin. The North British will stay out. There has been 
much talk of the removal of Manager Leach, but it is all mere rumor, 
Everything, in fact, at this writing is chaotic. 

The school board at Duluth has not yet taken fina] action on the question 
of insurance on school buildings. It has practically decided to cut loose from 
the regular insurance companies. The question has arisen whether it can do 
this legally, and one good authority has informed the board that it cannot 
The replies which were received from other cities 
were interpreted as favorable to the new plan. These replies, twenty of 
which were received, are somewhat interesting. New York city, Albany, 
N. Y., the State schools of Boston, Chicago, Ill., and Cleveland, O., and all 
expressed themselves as highly pleased with the plan. Rochester, N. Y., 
Minneapolis, Minn., Pittsburgh and Philadelphia, Penn., insure for fifty per 
cent of the value, the school board of the latter city being controlled by the 
city council, while Toledo, O., Mankato, Minn., Winona, Minn., and St, 


start an insurance fund. 
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Louis, Mo., carry less than fifty per cent of valuation. In addition to cities 
carrying no insurance on school buildings, the following citiés express them- 
selves very favorable to the plan of but little or no insurance, placing the 
premiums thus saved ina special fund to be drawn upon in case any of the 
school buildings should be destroyed or damaged by fire: Toledo, Ohio; Min- 
neapolis, Minn; Pittsburgh, Pa.; Washington, D. C.; Buffalo, N. Y., and 
St. Cloud, Minn. These, togethes with the cities carrying no insurance, 
make twelve out of twenty cities very favorable to carrying no insurance. Of 
the remaining eight, Rochester, N. Y., Philadelphia, Pa., and St. Paul, 
Minn., offer no suggestions. Mankato, Minn., and Oswego, N. Y., believe 
in insurance, while St. Louis, Mo., think they should carry full insurance or 
provide a sinking fund of say $50,000 by taxation, with which to replace any 
building destroyed or damaged by fire. 

The Minneapolis and Minnesota millers and manufacturers who have asked 
for a receiver for the Western Manufacturers Mutual Insurance Company of 
Chicago, are very much wrought up over the state of affairs. The company 
had a great many policies all through this State, and the Minnesota Associa- 
tion of Life Underwriters had its semi-annual dinner at the Commercial Club, 
There were thirty-five agents there. State Commissioner 
The commis- 


St. Paul, recently. 
Smith gave an address on regular and assessment insurance. 
sioner rather pitched into the assessment companies. He hoped legislation 
might soon be secured regulating them more closely. He spoke of one assess- 
ment company doing business in the State whose assets at the end of 1891 
were only $166. A.C. Anderson, a St. Paul banker, commended the bill 
before Congress last June for national control of the life insurance busiress. 
There were also speeches by J. H. Butler of Philadelphia, ex-secretary of 
the National Life Insurance Company, B. W. Peet, H. L. Shepard, R. 
Hurd, L. D. Wilkes and F. L. Bancroft. 

In the record of business failures in this State during the first ten months 
of 1892, fire insurance is credited with failures involving liabilities of $239,- 
115, with $150,000 assets. 

The Milwaukee fire has stirred up the insurance men up this way. 
Stone, a prominent underwriter, is out in a communication urging the danger 
He also uses the big fire as an argument for the ap- 
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from oil warehouses. 
pointment of a fire warden. 

C. B. Shove, of the Millers and Manufacturers Insurance Company, says 
a movement is well] started in this State looking toward annulling or lowering 
the rate of taxation, or compelling foreign insurance companies to pay more 
for the privileges they enjoy. 

At the suggestion of the Minneapolis underwriters, the fire department 
committee of the council has recommended the erection of a new central sta- 
tion for the fire department, the fire alarm telegraph to occupy one entire 
floor; the laying of a twenty-four-inch main in Nicollet avenue; connecting 
the dead ends in the water system, and improving streets in the lumber 
districts. 

Redwood Falls now enjoys excellent fire protection. 
have been put in at a cost of $30,000. 

There were eighty fire alarms in Minneapolis last month. The total loss was 
only $11,900 on buildings, and $12,500 on contents. There was $150,700 
insurance on the buildings, and $380,850 on contents. 

Citizens of Granite Falls are clamoring for lower rates, claiming that the 
city now has good fire protection. 

James H. Burns sues the Provident Fund Association for $2500. 
hurt by the explosion of a bomb, The company refuses payment under the 
clause excepting injuries received from voluntary or unnecessary exposure. 

The K. O. T. M. Insurance Order has established a ‘‘ supreme tent” in 
Minnesota, with headquarters in Minneapolis. Theodore G, Beaver is State 


New water-works 


He was 


commander. 

Buyle & Armstrong have sued Chas, G. Strab, agent of the Germania Life 
Insurance Company in Minnesota, Wisconsin and the Dakotas, and the 
sureties on his bond, to recover $1914, which it is claimed Strab collected in 
premiums and failed to turn over. 

A. D. Thomson of Duluth is one of the parties connected with the new 
insurance company organized by grain shippers, to insure their own cargoes. 
He is very enthusiastic over the idea. 

The Minnesota Masonic Relief Association has amended its articles of in- 
corporation so as to make payments of claims proportionate to payments of 
dues, and so that women recommended by master masons may become 


members. 

Whitney Hall has been appointed district manager of the Mutual Benefit 
Life Insurance Company of Newark, N. J. 

The fire service at Long Prairie, Minn., has been improved by the putting 
in of a 600-barrel cistern in the residence section. 
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Nov, 17, 1892.] 


T. R. Daniel of the North British has made complaint to the manager of 
the Underwriters Union that the Home Insurance Company of New York 
had both board and non-board agencies in Minneapolis. He says he has all 
the facts to prove the charge. No action has yet been taken by the Union. 

MINNEAPOLIS, November 5. Pk. Fs 





NASHVILLE. 
[From Our Own CorRESPONDENT. ] 


Commeuting upon the letter of the Nashville correspondent of THE SPEc- 
TATOR, in which he defends the action of agents and companies in their re- 
jection of the rates as was fixed by the new system of schedule rating, The 
Insurance Herald of Louisville says: *‘ This is the veriest nonsense of an ex- 
cuse. Louisville is a much older and larger city than Nashville, and we be- 
lieve the standard of mercantile construction is worse in Louisville than it is 
in Nashville.” No one denies the fact that ‘‘ the standard of mercantile con- 
struction is worse in Louisville than it is in Nashville, and, at the same time, 
all agree that the average rate obtained in Nashville is larger than that ob- 
tained in Louisville, and will continue to be after the new rates have been 
worked for a while in Louisville. If the editor of The Insurance Herald 
would study insurance more and spend less time and space in predicting the 
downfall of the New Orleans compact, and cease its efforts to reveal the iden- 
tity of ‘‘O Hagerty ” and ‘* M. D.,” it would probably be able to occasion- 
ally furnish its subscribers with an article upon the subject of insurance which 
could be read with interest—perhaps profit. 

During the month of October the Nashville Fire Department responded to 
twenty alarms of fire. The property loss for October did not exceed $3517; 
insurance loss probably not more than sixty per cent. 

Metzger & Polk having resigned the agency of the New Hampshire Insur- 
ance Company, HI. M. Russell has placed that company in the hands of Jas. 
Taylor. Mr. Foster of the Germania of New York placed his company’s 
supplies in Mr. Taylor's hands also. 

F. A. McCarroll has placed the first agency of the Mechanics and Traders 
ia the hands of McCarroll & Rutland, and placed the second agency of his 
company in the office of the State Insurance Company. 

Follette of the Guardian and Seymore of the Providence-Washington have 
been making a thorough inspection of the. Nashville business for their com- 
panies. 

Thompson of the Liverpool and London and Globe, Wheeler of the Home 
of New York, Rodgers of Springfield F. and M., and Ashbrook of American 
Central, were also visitors at Nashville last week, 

Underwriters will watch with interest for the result of the case filed in the 
Circuit Court for trial at next term, at which time the constitutionality of an 
act passed at the extra session of the legislature of 1891. This act requires 
that all foreign companies doing business in the State of Tennessee shall file 
their charters with the Secretary of State, and also file abstracts thereof in 
every county where they do business. This act is believed to be unconstitu- 
tional, and that it will be so declared and abrogated, thus relieving the com- 
panies of an increased taxation. 

November the 8th was a very quiet day when viewed from a business stand- 
point, but marked a very lively time about the various voting places of the 
city. On the night of the 8th inst., when underwriters were mingling in the 
crowds listening to the news of Democratic gains, their enthusiasm was some- 
what decreased by the report that the planing mill, warehouses and lumber 
yards of J. B. Ransom & Co. were wrapped in flames. The fire started in 
the boiler room of the planing mill at about 7 o'clock P. M., and spread rap- 
idly, and by midnight the planing mill, warehouses and the lumber in the 
mill yard, together with the lumber in the yard lying just west of the main 
yard, was consumed. The fire traveled south and burned an old unoccupied 
structure across the railroad, and was then swept across to and consumed the 
entire plant of the Rapid Tanning and Belting Works. A silent alarm was 
sounded to Chief Alexander of the fire department, who hastened to the 
scene of the fire with two steamers and one chemical engine, but there was 
no city water, and all of the water from private sources which could be ob- 
tained was well used in saving the lumber shed and yard of Ransom & Co., 
which lies across a street just east of the main yard, while the chemical en- 
gine did good service in saving the dwelling property adjacent. The follow- 
ing insurance companies are interested in the loss of J. B. Ransom & Co, in 
the following amounts: New Hampshire, $1500; German-American, $4500; 
North British and Mercantile, $5000; Phoenix of London, $5000; Connecticut, 
$500; Niagara, N. Y., $1750; Lancashire, $4250; American Fire of New 
York, $5500; Syndicate of Minn., $1250; United Firemens of Pennsylvania, 
$1250; Western Assurance, $2500; Liverpool and London and Globe, $3750; 
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Atlas Assurance, $2500; London and Lancashire, $4000; Pennsylvania Fire, 
$1000; Phcenix of Hartford, $1000; California Iusurance Company, $1000 
(reinsured in the Home of New York); Southern of New Orleans, $2500; 
Fire Association, $1500; National, $2500; Phenix of Brooklyn, $2000; Lon- 
don Assurance, $2000; Norwich Union, $1000; Michigan F. and M., $1000; 
Granite State, $2500, and the Home of New York, $6500. Total insurance, 
$67,750; deducting the amount of insurance which was carried on shed, the 
contents of same and lumber in the yard east of main yard (where there was 
no loss), the amount of insurance involved in this fire is $57,250. 

The loss of the Rapid Tanning and Belting Works is estimated at about 
$12,500, with insurance to the amount of $8000, this company having dropped 
a policy for $2000 only a few days before the fire. None of the property de- 
stroyed by this fire was located inside the corporation lines of the city, so 
there was no water from the city works, and the private tanks belonging to 
Ransom & Co. were located so close to the boiler room that they soon caught 
fire and were of no use. The force pump (with hose connection) was also of 
no use, as there was no steam with which to operate the pump, the mill hav- 
ing shut down at noon so the employees could go to the polls to vote. 

NASHVILLE, TENN., November 10. L-E-N-G-T-H-Y. 





IN AND ABOUT BOSTON. 
[From Our OWN CORRESPONDENT. } 

The Boston Board of Fire Underwriters last Tuesday adopted the co-insur- 
ance clause, obtaining’ the required assent of eighty-five per cent of the 
insurance capital represented in Boston. The board has been very conserva- 
tive in adopting this clause, but some of the daily papers rather stirred things 
up by putting sensationa] headings on the report of the meeting. Prominent 
men, however, interested in insurance and real estate, from interviews that I 
have had with them, favor this latest move, and the New England Exchange 
wil undoubtedly take similar steps. John C, Paige says in regard to this 
matter: ‘*‘ The rule only adds to the cost of insurance to the occasional prop- 
ertyholder who wants to take his own tisk, except as to the result of a very 
moderate fire. It is just and equitable, and in no way unfair.” In this con- 
nection Mr. Paige also made the following statements: ‘* No doubt rates of 
insurance must be advanced quite soon and very generally unless’ fires stop, 
tor the present is, except 1891, the worst year fire insurance companies have 
known since the great fire in Boston in 1872. We have now had twenty-two 
months of uninterrupted misfortune for fire insurance companies. The new 
building laws passed by the last legislature will, when it has been in operation 
long enough, greatly reduce the fire risks in Boston, but that is not yet a 
factor in keeping down the fire waste.” 

C. E. Cotling, who is one of the largest real estate men in the city, says in 
regard to this matter: ‘‘ The rules will affect mostly those parties who have 
tried to carry a light insurance rather than those who have always carried fair 
insurance. The insurance companies have lost considerable money the past 
year, and have got to do something to protect themselves.” 

TLe new rule, which went into effect last Wednesday, applies as follows ; 

All risks specially rated, where exceptions are not herein provided, are 
r.ted on the basis that these risks are insured to at least eighty per cent of 
their value. 

Exceptions.—1. Risks not specifically rated. 2. Risks insured under any 
form required by the board or guaranteed by the assured which demand a 
larger percentage of insurance than eighty per cent. 

Buildings, whether specifically rated or otherwise, may have an allowance 
made in 1ate of twenty per cent for a guarantee of full coinsurance, and an 
allowance of fifteen per cent in rate for a guarantee of ninety per cent in- 
surance. 

The contents of buildings, whether specifically rated or not, may have an 
allowance of ten percent made in rate for a guarantee of full coinsurance, 

Where for any reason eighty per cent insurance or more is not guaranteed, 
the following additions must be made to the rates: 

t.—When risks not included in the foregoing exceptions are written with 
no insurance guarantee, or with a guarantee of insurance of less than fifty 
per cent of value, fifty per cent must be added to the regular rates, 

2.—It with fifty per cent, but less than sixty per cent insurance guaranteed, 
thirty per cent must be added to the regular rates. 

3.—If with sixty per cent, but less than seventy per cent insurance guaran- 
teed, twenty per cent must be added to the regular rates. 

4.—If with seventy per cent, but less than eighty per cent insurance guaran- 
teed, ten per cent must be added to the regular rates. 

All previous rules of the board in relation are repealed, and no rule govern- 
ing coinsurance, or rates based upon coinsurance, or guaranteed percentage of 
insurance, or other than those contained in or permitted by the foregoing, are 
to have any further force or effect. 


The form of coinsurance clause to be used agrees that the assured failing 
to maintain insurance on the property described, to the extent of eighty per 
cent of the actual cash value thereof, shall be an insurance to the extcnt 
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of such deficit, and to that extent shall bear proportion of any loss, It is 
provided, however, that in the adjustment of any loss or damages by fire on 
stock or merchandise, no inventory for the purpose of ascertaining the appli- 
cation of the foregoing clause shall be required, unless the amount of damage 
s at least five per cent of the amount of insurance on such stock or merchan- 
dise. 

Despite all the talk that has been made on the subject for a long time past, 
there was not a dissenting voice when this rule was submitted, and the vote 
was unanimous for its adoption. 

There has been a great deal of dissatisfaction expressed in regard to the 
condition of the hose of the Boston fire department, In the last two weeks 
there have been several small fires where the damage by water, caused by the 
bursting of hose inside the building, has been from $5000 to $20,000. The 
underwriters will call the attention of the city officials to this, as while it is a 
comparatively easy matter to protect goods by rubber covers in the ordinary 
manner of fighting a fire, yet where the hose bursts in a wareroom filled with 
costly goods it is an utter impossibility. One well-known fire official said 
that most of the hose in use had been rotted by use and that it should all be 
thoroughly tested and much of it replaced. 

A joint committee of the Somerville Fire Department and city council held 
a hearing last Monday on the complaint of propertyowners that the fire on 
July 14, in the Sprague and Hathaway building, West Somerville, was not 
properly handled. The petitioners claim that it was about twenty minutes 
after the alarm sounded before the first water was put on the blaze. They 
assert that the firemen did not understand the working of the new hydrant on 
Highland avenue, and that the firemen and apparatus were generally mis- 
managed, The committee took the matter under advisement. 

Wednesday of last week was the twentieth anniversary of the great fire of 
Boston, and the underwriters recalled many of the events of that time. The 
Boston Herald and The Globe printed excellent accounts of the fire. 

Gov. William E. Russell will have the appointing of the Insurance Coim- 
missioner in 1893. The talk of the street is that although Gov. Russell is a 
Democrat he will reappoint Commissioner George S. Merrill despite the fact 
that the latter isa very strong Republican, Major Merrill has been very 
strongly opposed from the first to the endowment orders, and he is conceded 
to have run his office in a businesslike manner and with great impartiality. 

At the last meeting of the New England Eachange, Chairman Emerson of 
the Nantucket (Mass.) committee, reported on the violation by the German- 
American at that place in writing the Underhill dwellings at 1% per cent for 
five years. It is understood that the German-American will cancel the poli- 
cies. Arthur C. Anthony, assistant special agent of the Queen Insurance 
Company, was elected a member of the Exchange, The resignation of J. F. 
Hastings from all committees was accepted, and Walter L. Fay, special agent 
of the National for Connecticut, was added to the Connecticut committees, 

E. Risley, at present in charge of the Boston office of the Connecticut Mu- 
tual Life Insurance Company, is on a trip to Washington. 

At the annual meeting of the Boston Board of Fire Underwriters, Benja- 

min B, Whittemore was re-elected president, Osborne Howes, Jr , secretary. 
C. E. Guild and F. H. Stevens were elected on the executive committee in 
place of John C. Paige and J. Edward Hollis, who retire. C. E. Guild, W. 
_F. Reed and F, W. Porter were elected as a tariff committee fer three 
months, G, A. Eastman, A. M. Bullard and A. W. Pope were chosen for 
brokers’ committee. 

The New England Cotton Manufacturers Association will probably adopt 
a new covering for cotton bales, consisting of an asbestos mixture interwoven 
with wire. 

W. O. Hazeltine, 50 Kilby street, will hereafter adjust losses in addition 
to his regular brokerage business, 

According to a statement of the city treasurer during the year ending No- 
vember 9, 1892, $11,700.75 has been paid sufferers by fire for tools, personal 
relief, etc., and the Massachusetts Charitable Fire Society has contributed 
$535 on account of same. 

Ex-Chief Damrell presided at a reunion of the board of fire engineers and 
city council committees of 1872 at the Parker House, November 9g, the anni- 
versary of the great Boston fire. GIL GILSON, 

Boston, November 14. 


‘ CHICAGO NOTES. 
[From Our Own CorRESPONDENT. ] 

A fearful explosion of gas occurred in the newly laid mains of the Economic 
Gas Company, at the corner of Michigan avenue and Monroe street, on the 
night of the roth inst. Plate glass in the neighborhood was shattered to the 
extent of nearly $6000. The estimated loss to the plate glass insurance com- 
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panies is $2500, the bulk of which falls upon the New York Plate Glass 
Company. 

The London Guarantee and Accident Company of London, England, which 
entered the United States a short time ago, establishing their headquarters in 
this city, having arranged all necessary preliminaries and received their I). 
linois State license, will at once begin an aggressive campaign for business. 
The company is already licensed in several States, and others will be entered 
as rapidly as possible. A.C. Edwards is manager and C, E. Waite assistant 
manager of the United States branch. 

Watson & Penny of Minneapolis, Minn., have been appointed general 
agents of the American Casualty Insurance and Secur:ty Company for the 
States of Minnesota, North and South Dakota, succeeding Frederick L. Gray, 
resigned. 

W. E. Clifford, Western general agent of the Kane Sprinkler Company, on 
December 1 goes with the Lancashire Fire as special agent. 


Allen S. Stults, formerly with the Mutual Life at Nashville, Tenn., has 
been appointed Illinois State agent for the Fidelity Mutual Life, with head- 
quarters at this city. 

The Crescent Fire of Cleveland, O., have appointed E. A. Shanklin & Co. 
of Chicego general Western managers. 

Frank D. Lyon, formerly with the Caledonian, has been appointed special 
agent of the Palatine for the States of Nebraska, Missouri, lowa and Kansas, 

Charles Batre, a special agent from the home office of the Union Mutual 
Life, is in town, and will work under Manager Dale for a week or two. 

Messrs. A. Loeb, Son & Co, will be the Chicago representatives of the Co- 
lumbian Fire of Louisville when the company enters the State for business. 

Major F. C, Marsh, formerly manager at this city for the Provident Sav- 
ings, has been appointed Western manager of the Commercial Alliance. 

Reports from Romeo, Wis., state that F. J. Thrum, who recently secured 
$10,000 insurance each in the Mutual, A2tna and Northwestern Mutual Life 
Insurance Companies, and who carried in addition considerable accident in- 
surance, has met death under peculiar circumstances in the destruction of his 
residence by fire. Some of the features in the case point toward an attempt 
to emulate the famous Crandall conspiracy. 

At a meeting of the Chicago Fire Underwriters Association, held Tuesday, 
it was voted to extend the district to be controlled by the rules of that body 
to include the present limits of the city, to take effect immediately. This 
move effectua'ly disposes ot the recent Cook county compact troubles, which 
at one time threatened to end in disruption. G, A. Ws 
CHICAGO, November 14. 





COMMUNICATIONS. 


STOP THE REBATING. 
[To THE Epiror or THE SPECTATOR. ] 

As a special agent of a large life company, let me suggest on the rebate 
racket that the presidents of all the life companies enter into an agreement 
with each other that they will discharge any man in their employ who rebates. 
Let a copy of this agreement be given every man in their employ, and if re- 
bating is done it will never be known. Only a short time ago I figured with 
a man for only $5000 of insurance. Ile wanted it, but he had figured with 
six agents, and still had not insured with them. And, strange to say, he had 
been offered rebates from them all. At another time I figured with a banker 
who was offered a rebate of fifty per cent to induce him to take $5000 instead 
of $2500. The companies are not hurt half as much as the agent, for his 
customers will sooner or later find out that he has not used them all alike. 
Let every tub stand on its own bottom, and let us have an order from head- 
quarters to quit rebating or quit sellinginsurance. Like the good Methodist, 
I say, AMEN. 

OTrTAwA, KAN., November tro. 





MR. FROST TO **OHAGERTY." 
[To THE Epiror oF THE SPECTATOR. |] 
« MECHANICS AND TRADERS INSURANCE COMPANY, ) 
New Or.eEAns, LA.,. November 12, 1892. § 
In replying to my communication, published in your journal of the 27th 
ult., your New Orleans correspondent embodies in his letter a communication 
from Secretary Tupper of the Southeastern Tariff Association to support him- 
self in the statement in his previous letter that the eighty per cent clause in 
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sugar house insurance was adopted at my ‘“‘ urgent instance.” Mr. Tupper, 
not knowing that he was writing for publication, and not considering the 
matter of any importance, did not carefully recall the proceedings of the 
meeting, and therefore inadvertently made an error in his statement. Here 
is what he writes me under date of October 22: 


Nov. 17, 1892.} 


Replying to your favor of 19th inst., I beg leave to say that after going into 
the matter of sugar house forms with you, and making an examination into 
the minutes of the meeting when Louisiana affairs were considered, find that 
they do not show who introduced the discussion of the eighty per cent co-in- 
surance clause requirement. I am satisfied, however, that after reviewing the 
original notes that I was mistaken in stating that you had suggested the 
clause. It is evident that it came from some other member, and, not being 
considered a matter of moment, his name was not incorporated in the 
minutes, 

The question of who introduced or advocated the adoption of the clause is 
not of much moment. What I object to in the discussion is the lack of 
courtesy on the part of your correspondent in making a statement in print, the 
error of which he could have easily learned by making inquiries of me in per- 
son. Disregarding Secretary Tupper’s letters, the facts as to the adoption of 
the clause were just as I stated them in my letter to you of October 17. 

The discussion is not worth the space that it has taken in your journal, and 
I should not have engaged in it but for your correspondent’s discourteous per- 
sonal allusions to myself. Yours truly, Geo. H. Frost. 





“ OHAGGERTY EXPLAINS.” 
[From OuR OWN CORRESPONDENT. } 

In reading over my letter which appeared in your issue of the 3d inst. I 
find that there is room for misconception. I did not mean for a moment to 
insinuate that Mr. Frost’s denial did not settle the question at issue between 
us as far as I was concerned, and if my language lends itself to such an inter- 
pretation I desire to correct it. It became necessary for me when Mr, Frost 
denied the accuracy of my statement to show upon what authority I had writ- 
ten in order to justify myself, and this was the only purpose of my letter. 

NEW ORLEANS, November Io. O’ HAGERTY. 





INDUSTRIAL ASSURANCE. 





{Our readers will oblige by sending us suggestions, items of news, etc., such as 
appointments of superintendents and assistant superintendents, or anything cf 
interest in connection with industrial assurance. ] 

—The Metropolitan appointed R. Penny to assistant superintendent at 
Chicago. 

—W. Payne has been appointed assistant superintendent for the Peoples at 
Erie, Pa. 

—T. D. Mahar was appointed assistant superintendent for the Metropolitan 
at Chicago. 

—The United States appointed Wm. Iackett to the superintendency of 
Yonkers, N. Y. 

—R. Steinke was promoted by the Metropolitan to assistant superintendent 
at Buffalo, N. Y, 

—The Sun Life promoted Assistant F. W. Smith to the superintendency 
at Memphis, Tenn. 

—H. W. Jones has been appointed assistant superintendent at Harrisburg, 
Pa., by the Prudential. 

—J. B. Davidson has been appointed assistant superintendent for the Sun 
Life at Memphis, Tenn. 

—J. Crowther has entered the service-of the United States, and takes 
charge at Norristown, Pa, 

—Charles T. Erdmann has been appointed assistant superintendent for the 
Metropolitan at Albany, N. Y. 

—The Sun Life has opened up at Bowling Green, Ky., and appointed J. 
L. Hall as assistant superintendent there. 

—The Columbia Life of Providence, R. I., is to issue policies for amounts 
as low as $500, on the monthly premium plan. 

—Marcus Dunkelman has been promoted by the Prudential to assistant 
superintendent in the New York No. 4 district. 

—Frank Sherman, ex-agent of the Peoples, left Bridgeport with the com- 
pany'’s money in June, 1890. He returned two weeks ago, was arrested, and 
after lingering behind the bars for two weeks, was brought before Judge Kel- 
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sey and bound over for trial at the next or February term of the Criminal 
Superior Court. 

—W. Beauroth has been appointed assistant superintendent for the Pru- 
dential in Cincinnati, vice E. Wilkinson, resigned. 


—The Metropolitan promoted J. J. Gillen of Minneapolis to assistant su- 
perintendent, and transferred him to Lincoln, Neb. 

—C. E. Gates, assistant superintendent at Louisville, Ky., has been pro- 
moted by the Prudential to superintendent at Lexington, Ky. 

—Secretary Pegram of the Life Insurance Company of Virginia was in 
New Orleans recently, looking after the interest of his company. 

—The United States appointed J. W. Johnson and J. W. Jacobson as as- 
sistant superintendents in Philadelphia, under Superintendent Moore, 


—The Metropolitan transferred Assistant C. N. Frank from Albany to 
Fitchburg, Mass. He is succeeded by T. J. Tobin, promoted from agent. 


—Garrett Brown, a well-known insurance journalist of New Orleans, is 
one of the prime movers in the formation of an industrial company in that 
city. 

—Fred Gaston, an old and well-known worker in the Metropolitan force, 
and brother of Secretary Gaston, died on the 28th ult. at his home in Rose- 
ville, N. J. 

—Agent F, A. Luedke has been promoted by the Metropolitan to assistant 
superintendent at Chicago, under Superintendent Medenfeller, replacing C. 
J. Hatfield. 

—H. C. Warrant, assistant superintendent for the Prudential at Bay City, 
Mich., has resigned. His successor is R. R. Johnson, promoted from agent 
at Louisville, Ky. 

—Superintendent Stevenson of Pittsburgh was surprised by his fellow work- 
ers for the Prudential on October 11, and presented witli a fine oak bookcase, 
to commemorate his birthday and the esteem in which he is held. 

—James Stevenson, an old and faithful servant of the Metropolitan, has 
been chosen superintendent of agencies. Mr, Stevenson is liked by the field 
force, with many of whom he came in contact while engaged in his work at 
the home office. 

—The Life Insurance Company of Virginia, Richmond, is meeting with 
excellent success this year. The debit will show a handsome increase and 
a $2,000,000 increase can be figured upon in insurance in force. Presi- 
dent Walker, after a protracted illness, is, we are glad to be able to report, 
back at his desk again, 


—Carlisle R. Jones, formerly secretary of the Columbia Industrial Insur- 
ance Company of Washington, D. C., has been promoted to general manager, 
vice W. C. Burke, appointed assistant superintendent. This is one of the 
many new and irresponsible industrial concerns started in Washingion, D, C., 
the reason for whose existence is not apparent. 

—The Equitable Endowment Association of Washington, D. C., which is 
now operating in Maryland, District of Columbia and West Virginia, contem- 
plates opening up several more important points before the close of the year, 
The business has been more profitable this year than at any previcus time in 
its career, and the volume for 1892 will show the customary increase. 

—The opening up of new districts, West and South, by the industrial com- 
panies shows that wherever live men are found, opportunities for promotion 
will be furnished. Agents or assistants will do well to work with a view to 
advancement, and if successful they can rely on recognition in the proper 
quarters. Industrial assurance offers many prizes to the men who are bold 
and enterprising enough to reach out for them, 


—Ex-Agents O. B. Van Valen and E, Little of the Metropolitan at Adams, 
Mass., were tried recently on a charge of irregularity in signing as witnesses 
to applications which they had not seen signed by the applicants. Van Valen 
was sentenced toa month at the House of Correction, but Little was dis- 
charged on a plea that he was a dupe. Van Valen’s sentence was afterward 
changed to a fine of $100, which was paid. It does not pay to do business 
on lines not regarded by the company as right. 

—The Prudential in Washington, under W. G. Bateman, superintendent, 
will do a largely increased business this year. There are now four assistants 
and thirty-two agents in this office, and while Superintendent Bateman is 
anxious to increase his company’s business all the time, he also aims to have 
the quality high and inspects the business closely. Mr. Bateman is writing 
up a snug amount of ordinary business,too, personally. He offers a gold 
watch, first class in every respect, to the agent making the best record from 
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November 5 to January 2, and each assistant offers a cash prize to the agent 
under him making the best showing in the same period, 

—The Metropolitan in the District of Columbia, under Robert Clark, 
superintendent, will make a decided increase in business in 1892 over I8gI. 
Superintendent Cook has nine assistants and seventy-seven agents, and one of 
the best regulated offices of the company. He is a careful, painstaking 
gentleman and uses the methods in the conduct of his office which never fail 
to win, 

—From the glowing reports made to us from time to time, it is evident that 
1892 is a record-breaker in many districts. Superintendents, assistants and 
agents have worked with vim and vigor thus far, and are still laboring to 
close the year with such a showing that during 1893 there will need to be 
some tall hustling to pass it. It seems probable that the record of this year, 
however, will be beat: n, as the field organizations are more complete than 
ever before, and a spirit of activity and enthusiasm prevails everywhere, 


—The Metropolitan will discontinue the employment of special canvassers 
after January 1. This movement has undoubtedly been well considered, and 
is probably taken with a view to forcing the assistant superintendents to can- 
vass more steadily with the agents instead of relying upon outside help, for 
which the agent has to pay. Some of the assistants of to-day do not realize 
what a powerful influence they can exert over agents in the way of stimulat- 
ing them to put the shoulder to the wheel by spending two or three days in 
solid, straight-out canvassing. 














COMPANIES AND AGENTS. 
The Bankers Life of Lincoln, Neb. 


Tue Bankers Life Insurance Company of Nebraska, Lincoln, organized in 
1887, is now closing its sixth year in a prosperous condition, Its business 
has shown a steady growth yearly, and 1892 will witness a larger increase than 
any of the past. The new business in this year will azgrezate $1 000,000, 
this being an increase of about fifty per cent over last year. The company 
is now operating in the States of Nebraska, Washington, Utah, South Dakota 
and Kansas, and expects to enter additional territory in 1893. The director- 
ate of the company, which is made up of prominent and influential men 
in the State, is as follows : 

Hon. N. S. Harwood, president, First National Bank of Lincoin and presi- 
dent of the company ; Hon. John H. Ames, a prominent Nebraska attorney 
of Lincoln; Wm. H. Holcomb, Omaha, prominent rai!road official ; Thcs. 
L. Kimball, Omaha, vice-president of company ; Hon. John M. Thurston, 
Omaha, general attorney for U. P. R. R.; Hon. S. N. Wolbach, Grand 
Island, banker; C. T. Boggs, Lincoln, bank cashier; Wm. C. Wilson, Lin- 
coln, general manager and treasurer of the company; J. E. Houtz, Lincoln, 
capitalist ; W. R. Kelly, Omaha, railroad official ; D. W. Cook, bank cashier; 
F. M. Cook, Lincoln, bank cashier ; Hon. Albert Watkins, Lincoln, second 
vice-president of the company ; W. A. Lindly, Lincoln, secretary of the com- 
pany. The Bankers Life is capitalized at $100,000, the stockholders being 
comprised in the directory. A leading policy of this company is called the 
twenty-year distribution ordinary life. It also issues all the other desirable 
forms of insurance, including semi-tontines. Its literature is clear cut, 
concise and up to date, the suicide clause being eliminated from policies 
and the incontestable and non-forfeitable features being given after three 
years, A cash surrender value is also given after three years, The Bank- 
ers Life is well managed and gives every prospect of success. Good 
agents will be liberally dealt with on application to the home office. 

Chas. W. Jackson, Baltimore, the new manager of the Phoenix Mutual 
Life for Maryland and Delaware, succeeding the late General George F. 
d’Utassy, has made a very satisfactory commencement, and is now busily at 
work appointing agents throughout his field. Mr. Jackson was a former 
agent in this department, and is a young man of much promise. 

The Baltimore Board of Fire Underwriters has amended its resolution of 
June 1, applying the eighty per cent coinsurance clause on everything except 
dwellings and contents. The amendment excludes all buildings where no 
manufacturing is done and all stocks of $3000 and less, The local compa- 
nies are understood to have taken a prominent part in securing the amend- 


ment, 

E. B. Du Val & Co., Baltimore, Md., now represent a new department as 
general agents. It is that of the New York Bowery for Delaware, Maryland 
and Virginia, and is known as the company’s Southern department. Du Val 
& Co. also represent the Manchester, Prussian National, Commerce, Phenix 
of Brooklyn, Franklin of Philadelphia. This is an old and well-known 
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firm, having been started in 1865, and besides its large agency business is also 
extensively engaged in the handling of surplus lines all over the country. 

The New York Life in the District of Columbia, under T. D. Haddaway, 
resident manager, has been very prosperous, this year exceeding, in fact, any 
year’s business yet done at the capital, Manager Haddaway is a hustler and 
always shows good results. 

The Washington Beneficial Endowment Association of Washington, D. C., 
contemplates entering New York State before the close of the year. 

John H. Darneille, general agent of the Massachusetts Mutual Life for the 
District of Columbia, has associated with him George J. Sill, a former agent 
of the company, under the firm name of Darneille & Sill. This office will do 
a largely increased business this year. 

Fenwick & King is a new firm at Washington, D. C., representing the 
Michigan Mutual Life for the District of Columbia. The members are young 
and enterprising men, who have placed their company among the largest in 
point of new business; in fact, they claim that no company has written more 
business in their territory during the past six months. 

John R. West, manager of the Equitable Life Assurance Society at Rich- 
mond, Va., will as usual make substantial gains in business this year. Last 
year’s record in this office was an excellent one, and the best in the history of 
the company in this territory, but the first six months of 1892 showed a ten 
per cent increase over the same period of 18gI. 

Geo. A. Browning, formerly State agent of the Travelers Insurance Com- 
pany for South Carolina, has had his territory increased by the addition of the 
States of Virgina and West Virginia. Mr. Browning will make Richmond 
his headquarters. It is his intention to actively push the life department, and 
he is now busily at work planting agencies throughout his new field. Mr. 
Browning is a competent manager, and will doubtless meet with much suc- 
cess. 

The Mutual Life in Eastern Virginia, under Howard Swineford, manager, 
Richmond, will probably double its business this year. This is one of the 
oldest and best known agencies in the old Dominion State. 

The V.rginia State Insurance Company of Richmond is maintaining its 
good record this year, and will add handsomely to its assets and premium in- 
come. The company has recently entered North Carolina, and is having a 
quite favorable experience therein. 

Bryan McCullen, manager of the Southeastern department of the National 
Life of Hartford, with headquarters at Richmond, Va., will increase his bus- 
iness twenty-five per cent over last year, and eclipse all previous records of 
his company in this field. The Virginias and North Carolina comprise Mr. 
McCullen’s territory, and he has succeeded in cultivating it to a highly pro- 
ductive point. Good agents will find good openings and satisfactory terms on 
application to Manager McCullen. ae Fe Bs 








NEWS OF THE WEEK, 


Another Brooklyn Blaze. 


Last Saturday morning at about one o'clock the watchman employed to guard 
Harbeck’s Stores on the Brooklyn water front heard an explosion and about 
five o'clock discovered smoke issuing from the windows of the top floor of No. 3. 
Engine Co. No, 24, whose house is opposite the stores, turned out promptly 
and two alarms were quickly sent out, foilowed by a third on the arrival of Chief 
Nevins. Owing to the immense amount of inflammable material in the burn- 
ing warehouse and those contiguous to it, it was decided to try to smcther 
the fire by keeping the iron shutters closed and deluging the interior of the 
building and its contents with water. ‘This was successful in so far as it con- 
fined the fire to the original building, but the immense quantities of water 
pumped into the buildings by the numerous engines and the fireboat Seth Low 
will entail a large water damage in the adjoining stores, which might have 
been largely reduced if Brooklyn had a fire patrol ! 

The stores were recently sold to Cornell University, and it is reported that 
$180,000 was received from the university trustees by Mr. Harbeck, in pay- 
ment of a mortgage, on Saturday morning while the fire was in progress. 

Two firemen lost their lives during the fire by going down with the roof 
when it collapsed, and one broke a leg by falling from a ladder. There were 
also other minor casualties. 

It is estimated that an efficient fire patrol could have saved sufficient prop- 
erty in the Hobbs fire of two weeks ago and the Harbeck fire to have sus- 
tained the organization for fifteen years. It is to be hoped that the recent 
disastrous experiences will bear fruit in the formation of a fire patrol. 
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The contents of No. 3 consisted largely of jute, cotton, sisal, etc., while in 
Nos. 2 and 4 were stored chiefly coffee, sugar, cordage, hides, dried fruits, 
etc. 

The losses, as clesely as can now be estimated, are placed by Fire Marshal 
Lewis at $750,000, divided as follows: Building, owned by Cornell Univer- 
sity, $100,000 ; Contents of No. 3, $350,000 ; coffee in No. 4, $300,000, 





Railroad Liable for Negligence. 


THE Iowa Supreme Court has just decided a point of great interest to West- 
ern railroads. It holds that a clause in a lease by an elevator owner, whose 
building stood on ground owned bya railroad, providing that the railroad 
should not be liable for fire caused by its negligence is void, being against public 
policy. H. J. Griswold owned an elevator on ground owned by the railroad, 
and held by Griswold under a lease in which he had agreed with the railroad 
that it should not be liable for damage caused by fire through its negligence. 
The elevator was destroyed by fire started by sparks from a passing engine. 
The insurance companies sued the railroad for the amount paid. The rail- 
road set up its exemption under the lease, but the insurance companies 
denied the validity of the lease, claiming that it was void as against public 
policy in that it undertook to protect the railroad against its own negligent 
act. The lower court held the lease to be valid, but the Supreme Court 
holds it to be void. The question is a new one, never having been passed on 
by an appellate court before, and is important to insurance companies and 
railroads, as such leases are in general use by railroads all over the country. 





Camden, Me., Burned. 


A FIRE devastated the business portion of Camden, Me., last Thursday, 
entailing a property loss estimated at from $350,000 to $500,000, The insur- 
ance companies will probably buy $200,000 to $300,000 worth of ashes. 
About thirty-five buildings, all but one wooden, were destroyed, the fire 
being checked only by the use of dynamite. Following are the losses and 
insurance so far as ascertained : 


D. A. Cample, loss $2500, insurance $1100; grist mill and contents $6000, 
insurance $4000; F, O. Clark $3000, insurance $200c; Boynton $4000, insur- 
ance $2500; W. L. West $4000, insurance $1000; James Swan $500, insur- 
ance $150; W. V. Farnsworth $3300 insurance $2500; Frank J. Higgins 
$4000, insurance $1000; Fred Lewis $2500, insurance $1100; Methodist 
meeting house $3000, insurance $2000; Methodist vestry $2000, insurance 
$1000; Dr. W. A. Albee $12,000, insurance $7000; Perry building $2000, 
insurance $1000; Frank Russell $11,000, insurance $5000; C. F. Miller 
$4000, insurance $2000; T. C. Alwick $3000, insurance $2000; Miller & 
Lisbee $1200, insurance $1000; J. B. Long $1000, insurance $500; Frank 
Wiley $6500, insurance $5000; Johnson Knight $35,000, insurance $19,000; 
Rose Bros. $15,000, insurance $6000; E. E. Smiley $1000, insurance $500; 
Singhi & Hunt $14,000, insurance $9000; post-office $2500; Shaw & Ritter- 
bush $9000, insurance $4500; Follansbee & Bros. $12,000, insurance $000; 
B. F. Adams $4000, insurance $2500; Amity Lodge of Masons $2500; Ogier 
building $2000, insurance $1000; W. V. Lane, furniture $500; Hodgman 
building $3000, insurance $2000; Carleton & Pascal $8000, insurance $5000; 
Masonic building $2000, insurance $1100; S. B. Williamson $3000, insurance 
$2000; E. C. Fletcher $3500, insurance $2000; John Curtis & Sons $12,000, 
insurance $5000; George H. Cleveland $8000, insurance $6000; Colson & 
Staples $2000, insurance $1500; J. H. Gould $1100, insurance $800; Dr. S. 
Tibbets $5000, insurance $3000; S. L. Arau $3000, insurance $2000; E. H. 
Young $2000, insurance $1c00; Western Union telegraph office $800; Allen 
Spear $5000; Huse building $3500, insurance $2000; Mount Beattie Lodge 
$2550, insurance $1500; Megunticook hall $12,000, insurance $5000; Burd 
& Hosmer $9000, insurance $5000; engine house $1500: Mrs. Worthing 
$1000, insurance $600; E. C. Clark $3000, insurance $2500; George H. 
Cobb Grand Army Post $1000, insurance $500. 





A New York Life Surprise Party. 


AxzoutT five o’clock on the morning of Wednesday, the gth inst., a party of 
men gathered at one of the North River piers in New York and quietly 
boarded the Laura M. Starin. They were not getting away trom political 
news, but were going to spring a surprise on John A. McCall, president of 
the New York Life Insurance Company, on his arrival by the Majestic from 
his European trip. The weather was not at all propitious for a steamboat 
excursion, but the enthusiasm of a lot of successful life insurance men was not 
dampened in the least, although they spent the entire day in the lower bay 
waiting for the arrival of the steamer. The party was planned to contain 
thirty-five and in addition George W. Perkins, the third vice-president. With 
one or two exceptions of agents who had won the right to be present, but 
were unavoidably delayed, the party was complete and was made up of the 
following persons : 

First—The sclected class comprised the five men of the United States and 
Canada who turned in during the months of September and October the 
largest amount of paid business: G, A. Smith, Iowa; L, L. Anderson, Ken- 
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tucky ; J. B, Chassaud, Colorado ; C. M. Ward, New York, and E, Cotterill, 
New York. 

Second—Record class No. 1, made up of men who had written in some 
month of the year 1892 as much as $40,000 or more, and who during the 
months of September and October turned in for their class the largest amount 
of paid business: W. W. Brown, Georgia; E. R. Oder, Kentucky ; Frank 
Block, Missouri; Sel. Morris, Mississippi; W. C. Van Arsdel, Indiana. 

Third—Record class No. 2, made up of men who had written previous to 
the beginning of the contest in the year 1892 in some one month as much as 
$20,000 and not more than $40,000 paid business, and who turned in the 
largest amount of paid business in their class during the months ef September 
and October: W. W. Kelley, lowa ; David Smith, Canada ; W. B. Whitney, 
Colcrado; O. S. Carlton, Texas; Edward P. Brown, New York; J. T. 
Beamer, New York. 

Fourth—The field class, made up of twenty men drawn from the entire field 
force in the United States and Canada outside of the classes already named, 
Of the twenty, ten were selected on account of the large volume of business 
settled during the months of September and October, and ten from men se- 
lected on account of the largest number of applications settled for during the 
same time. The ten men invited on account of the volume of business were : 
J. F. Brooks, Georgia; J. R. Harris, Missouri; D. G. McKay, Illinois ; J. 
W. Elgin, Kentucky; F. J. Mette, California; George J. Champlin, New 
York ; D. H. Ayers, New York; L. M. Aldrich, Colorado, and A. L. Wil- 
liams, Missouri. J. S. Boardman was invited but was unable to attend. The 
ten men invited on account of number of applications paid for were: F. K, 
Kenyon, Nebraska; D. Makof, New York; J. B. Price, Texas; T. K, 
Blewett, Texas ; G. W. Lamoreux, New Jersey ; W. B. Dingman, Nebraska ; 
John Naylor, Mass:chusetts ; A. W. Quigg, Rhode Island ; C,. De Montmor- 
ency, New York. A. H. Groves of Iowa was invited but was unable to attend, 

These gentlemen wrote during the month of September and October, and 
setiled for something over $6,000,000 of new business. Previous to the ex- 
cursion down the bay the party had been entertained on Monday night at the 
Garden Theatre, and on Tuesday night at the Lyceum. On Thursday night 
they, with their ladies, dined with President McCall and his family informally 
at the Plaza Hotel, after which a reception was given by the president and 
board of trustees in the parlors. The week of festivity culminated Friday 
evening in a dinner at Delmonico’s, given by the president, at which the ex- 
ecutive officers and heads of departments in the home office of the New York 
Life were guests. When the contest was originally announced, it was stated 
that the man in the selected class who wrote and placed during September 
and October the largest volume of business would be handed a handsome tes- 
timonial by President McCall. This was done at the dinner, G. A. Smith of 
Sioux City, Ia., having written and settled for $1,738,000 of new business in 
sixty days, received a magnificent watch, which Mr. McCall had purchased in 
Paris previous to sailing. As the watch is a ‘*‘ repeater,” it is supposed that 
the president in this way meant to convey a gentle hint to Mr. Smith that he 
might repeat his wonderful record. In presenting it to Mr. Smith, the presi- 
dent noticed the fact that he had written and settled in sixty days more busi- 
ness than the entire agency force of any one of thirteen regular American 
life companies which might be selected wrote in the year 1891 altogether. 

Later in the evening Mr. McCall presented a souvenir scarf pin, made up 
of the figures 35, to each of the members of the party, a recognition of their 
service, which was entire y a surprise to them. Speech-making was of course 
indulged in, and in addition to the very happy remarks of the president, par- 
ticularly happy hits were made by Ilon. Hugh S. Thompson, the comptroller 
of the company ; by W. B. Moore, inspector of agencies for the States of 
Kentucky and New York, and by the second vice-president, A. H. Welch. 

The entire occasion was productive of a great deal of enthusiasm amongst 
the men, which they will undoubtedly spread amongst the field force all over 
the United States and Canada, and which will result in great good to the 
New York Life in the year 1893. 








—The Nebraska Association of Life Insurince Underwriters is preparing 
for its annual banquet, to be held on Tuesday, January 10, 1893. The as- 
sociation has decided to begin a movement looking toward the passage of an 
anti-rebate bill at the coming session of the legislature. Messrs. Sternsdorff, 
Steele, Wilson, Collins and Jeffries have been appointed a committee to draft 
a bill to be presented to the next legislature. The object of the bill is to 
make it an unlawful act for any life insurance agent to sell life insurance in 
the State by giving rebates on the regular premium rates, as agreed between 
the companies in the association. This bill was introduced two years ago and 
came within four votes of passing the house, 
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—A new fire insurance company is talked of at Halifax, N.S. 





—The Mutual Life of New York has increased its rates in Prussia. 

—All Denver agencies have united to form a fifteen per cent commission 
agreement. 

—Fire Manager A. J. Relton, of the Guardian of London, is visiting 
New York. 

—J. Bowditch and his wife have been arrested at Bowling Green, Ky., for 
alleged arson. 

—Miss Carmelia Wright of Benton Harbor, Mich,, died a few days ago 
at the age of 102. 

—Charles S. Fountain has been made assistant secretary of the Exchange 
Fire of New York. 

—A new organization at Charleston, S. C., is the Germania Mutual Fire 
Insurance Company. 

—W. E. Page of Minneapolis, special agent for the New York Under- 
writers Agency, has resigned. 

—S. P. Bryant and J. S. Conner have gone into the insurance and real 
estate business at Davenport, Ia. 

—J.S. Balfour is succeeded as chairman of the London and Lancashire's 
board of directors by John Aste. 

—A draft of a law intended to prevent overhead writing has been prepared 
by the Continental of New York. 

—Milwaukee will probably Jock the stable door now that the horse is stolen, 
and put a little yeast under rates. 

—After December 1 the eighty per cent coinsurance clause will be required 
on policies issued at Newark, N. J. 

—Geo. Hall, manager for the Standard Life and Accident at Omaha, Neb., 
shot and killed himself on Tuesday. 

—P. L. Clark, agent for the New York Life at Worcester, Mass., left town 
after passing some worthless checks. 

—The Peoples of Manchester only lost $7300 in the Milwaukee bonfire 
and not $16,350, as previously stated. 

—An increase in rates of ten cents per $100 has been made at Jackson, 
Miss., because of the valued policy law. 

—The Milwaukee board has appointed a committee to urge upon the city 
council the need of more fire engines, etc. 

—Joseph Frank and Max Davis, owners of a Baltimore notion store, are 
charged with attempting to burn the place. 

—Owing to improper insulation of electric wires in the Newark (N. J.) city 
hall, companies do not care to write upon it. 

—At Ballston Spa, N. Y., a fifty per cent increase in fire insurance rates 
has been made on account of many incendiary fires. 

—Fred W. Cheney has sold his insurance business at Newport, N. H., to 
become special agent for a Concord insurance company. 

—At the recent election ex-Governor John H. Gear, general agent of the 
Burlington Insurance Company, was re-elected to Congress. 

—We are indebted to Commissioner A. L. Carey of North Dakota for 
a copy of of his report on insurance in that State in 189r. 

—During the two months ending with October 20 the Travelers paid out 
$93,477.60 in death claims and $26,358.33 in matured endowments, 

—Fire Director Gardner has recommended that the board of control of 
Cleveland should make many improvements in the equipment of the fire de- 
partment. 

—The Mutual Home Insurance Company of Chicago has been formed, with 
a capital stock of $100,000. The incorporators are W. T. Mills, C. L. War- 
ring and E. E, Wagner. 

— The gas explosion at Chicago, which wrecked several acres, more or less, 
of plate glass, is said to have hit the plate-glass insurance companies, especially 
the New York, quite heavily. 

—Conscience does make cowards of us all. One of the conspirators in the 
life assurance frauds at St. Johns, N. B., has confessed, and two of the ac- 
cused have been found guilty. 

—L. W. Names, a lawyer of Fort Dodge, Ia., sued the Dwelling House of 
Boston and three other companies to collect $3800 insurance on his house and 
contents, The insurance companies claimed that part of the contents were 
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removed secretly in advance of the fire; that the property was over-insured, 
and that the fire was incendiary. Wonderful to relate, they got a verdict in 
their favor. 

—Preparations were made by saturating partitions, etc., with kerosene oil 
to destroy a five-story tenement at 2056 First avenue, New York, last Sunday. 
The plot was discovered before it was fired. 

—Another $200,000 fire, this time at Camden, Me., of which about sixty- 
five per cent falls on the insurance companies, doesnot tend to awaken 
pleasureable feelings in the underwriters Lreast. 


—Our thanks are due to the council of the Actuarial Society of America 
for a copy of the transactions at the meeting held in Boston October 13 and 
14. This number completes the second volume. 

—The Washington Life is the first in the field with its calendar for 1893. 
It is in the form of a handsome pamphlet entitled Gems of Literature and 
Gems of Art. The contents fully bear out the title. 


—The death rate in thirty-three great towns in England and Wales for the 
week ending October 22 was at the annual rate of 18 per 100 of population. 
Croydon was the lowest, 7.9, and Preston, 23.0, the highest. 

—The Preussische Lebensversicherungs-Gesellschaft has revived the old 
project of forming a syndicate for United States business on the basis of one 
company making the deposit and others reinsuring parts of the business. 

—A good move by the National Board is its recent action in sending to the 
Governor of each State a document calling attention to the desirability of hav- 
ing laws enacted which shall require official investigation of causes of fires. 

—The examination of the Washington Farmers of Spokane has been com- 
pleted, and, according to The Spokesman, shows that the accounts are short 
about $8600. It is stated that ex-Secretary F. R. Marvin will be prose- 
cuted. 

—The American Central of St. Louis has taken over the Missouri business 
of the Ohio Farmers. It is expected that the other outside risks of the com- 
pany will shortly be reinsured. The Indiana license of the company has been 
revoked. 

—F. L. Gray of Minneapolis, formerly general agent for the American 
Casuaity, has been taken into partnership by Macdonneil & Ilood, who rep- 
resent the Fidelity and Casualty. The new firm name will be Macdonnell, 
Hood & Gray. 

—Haverhill (Mass.) shoe manufacturers, rather than bear those ills they 
have, will fly to others that they know not of. They have arranged to place 
their risks in non-board companies at the rates prevailing previous to the re- 
rating of the city. 

—We understand that the Economic Fire Office has made a call of ten 
shillings per share on its shareholders; the extension of foreign business and 
the proposed opening of an office in New York is being put forward as a rea- 
son for this.— Zhe Policvholder, 

—Only two of the local fire insurance companies of Wheeling, W. Va., of 
which there were eight at the beginning of the year, appear in Auditor Duffy’s 
list of fire insurance companies authorized to do business in West Virginia in 
1892, issued early this year. Why is this thus? 

—The last issue of The Adjuster, published at San Francisco, refers to the 
carefully selected articles of THE SpecrATOR in a complimentary way, and 
in another part of the paper reprints one of those articles as original matter 
without a line of credit. That is neither good nor honest journalism. 


—The Schoharie County (N. Y.) Farmers Co-operative Fire Insurance 
Company were obliged to assess their patrons for the three years ending De- 
cember 31, 1891, $9.30 per 1900, This does not seem to be much cheaper 
than to have paid a reliable stock company $7.50 per 1000 for the same in- 
surance.— Sun, Alfred Centre, N. Y. 

—Within a few days the following places have been afflicted with fires 
causing losses of from $100,000 to $350,000: Brooklyn, N. Y. (two) ; Hoyle- 
ston, N. F.; Norfolk, Va.; Winston, N. C.; Milwaukee, Wis.; New York; 
McKeesport, Pa.; Camden, Me.; Eldorado Springs, Mo.; Gladstone, Minn. 
In addition to these, there has been a continual succession of smaller losses, 
which apparently will keep this year’s average well up to last year’s. 

—The new officers of the Peoples Mutual Accident Insurance Association 
of Pittsburgh are: Jewis P. Levy, president ; W. D. Barron, secretary and 
general manager, and Leslie C. York, manager of agencies. F, K. Kohler, 
the former vice-president and manager, has retired from the company in order 
to recuperate after a prolonged illness, but he still retains his interest in the 
company. The new management has control, it is understood, of several 
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blocks of business and has facilities for largely increasing the mei..: :rship of 
the company. The Merchants Casualty Insurance Association of \‘‘atertown, 
N. Y., is controlled by the same management. 


—At the annual meeting of the Western of Pittsburgh the follo .:ng-named 
gentlemen were elected directors: Alexander Nimick, Chailes J. Clarke, 
Philip Reymer, II, Sellers McKee, John B. Jackson, Edwin II, Stowe, 
James S. Atterbury, James A. McDevitt, William N. Frew, Chris L. Magee, 
John H. Dalzell, P. Harvey Miller, William R,. Holmes. 


—The Franklin County (Vt.) Board of Underwriters has elected the follow- 
ing named officers for ‘the ensuing year: H. H. Farnsworth, St. Albans, 
president; H. A. Burt, Jr., Swanton, secretary; D. G. Furman, Swanton, 
treasurer. The rating committee chosen were H. II. Farnsworth, Il. A. 
Burt, Jr., A. D. Tenney, D. G. Furman and Max L. Powell. 

—A summary of the fire insurance results in New Orleans in the fitst nine 
months of this year, as compiled by Chief Bulger of the fire patr.1, is as fol- 
lows: Premiums received, $1,151,000; insurance involved, $5,311,714; in- 
surance losses, $3,228,984. This shows a loss ratio of over 280 per cent, 
rather too high for the profit to be seen without a powerful telescope. 


—The Life Insurance Association of New Jersey meets to-night in New- 
ark. Many officers and managers of life insurance companies will attend the 
banquet. The officers of the association are: Edward E, Sill, president ; C, 
D. Paul, vice president; George F. Hadley, secretary; John C. Eisele, 
treasurer; and a board of control, C. C. Herrick, A. W. Bray, John B. 
Lunger, S. S. Day and A. R. Whitehead, 


—R. S. Critchell of Chicago, in speaking of the Milwaukee fire, said that 
‘* $50,000 is a large amount to lose in the district burned.” He charges the 
extent of insurance written in the district to the practice of many companies 
in appointing two, three and sometimes even more agents to represent them 
in that city. Mr. Critchell tells of a case which came to his knowledge of a 
State street merchant who was solicited by six different agents to insure the 
same risk for the same amount in the same company. 


—Tornado insurance rates have been adopted by the Underwriters Asso- 
ciation of New York State as follows: Dwellings, 1 year, 1oc.; 3 years, 25c.; 
5 years, 40oc.; barns used for private purposes, 15c., 37 %4c., 60c.; barns when 
insured apart from dwellings, 20c., 50c., 80c.; churches with steeples, 25c., 
62%c., $1; churches without steeples, roc., 25c., 4oc., all other substantial 
buildings, Ioc., 25c., 4oc. has also forbidden the attach- 
ment of the lightning clause to policies on electric light and power plants. 


The association 


—The new business of the Union Mutual for the first nine months of 1892 
shows a gain of twenty-four per cent over that of 1891, while the October 
business shows a gain of thirty-three per cent. All policies issued by this 
company are now incontestable and unrestricted after one year from date of 
The last new form termed trust policies should find a ready sale, as 
by providing a fixed income for a man’s heirs they obviate the difficulties and 
dangers attending the investment by unexperienced parties of a capital sum. 


issue. 


—Rumors of the formation of a new insurance company floated about 
town yesterday, and it was some time before they could be traced to an au- 
thoritative source. A gentleman interested in the movement was finally 
fourd, and the following statement was given out: ‘‘ The insurance company 
is a go, with a big capitalization to give it a send-off. The rates will be low, 
and only one class of policies will be issued. They will be to colored men to 
insure them from molestation when they choose to take part in a public 
parade,”—News, Chester, Pa. 

—In advocating the election of A. Bretz to the assembly The Oakland 
(Cal.) Times, after mentioning the opposition of the insurance men as a rea- 
son for his election, and giving some of the past history of the gentleman, 
throws a flood of light on the constitution of real fire insurance as follows : 
“Every State in the Union, except California, which has undertaken to gov- 
ern by law companies has made provisions for mutual fire insurance, and why 
not? Mutual insurance is the only real insurance. Stock insurance is but a 
gigantic system of gamble or speculation, if you please, but not insurance in : 
the true sense,” 





AUTOMATIC SPRINKLER NOTES. 


—The Kranich & Bach piano factory at Second avenue and Twenty-third street, 
New York, is having a Gray equipment installed. 


—Swan & Sons of Boston, Mass., have applied for patents on a new sprinkler 
head which is stated to somewhat resemble the Walworth. 


—Last week in giving the list of automatic sprinklers accepted by the conference 
of New England mutuals we omitted to include the Walworth upright head. The 


corrected list is as follows: Grinnell glass seat automatic sprinkler, Hill automatic 
sprinkler, Walworth pendant automatic sprinkler, Walworth upright automatic 
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sprinkler, Neracher automatic sprinkler, Manufacturers’ automatic sprinkler, 
Wm. Kane perfection automatic sprinkler. 


—It is reported that the control of the Kane Sprinkler Company has been se- 
cured by the Neracher & Hill Sprinkler Company. If this is so, the latter company 
can offer a choice of four different classes of heads, viz.: The Neracher, Hil, Clapp 
and Kane. 


—A method of limiting the height to which merchandise may be piled under au- 
tomatic sprinklers, which has lately been tried, may b> described as a network of 
heavy wire, with meshes about one and one-half feet square, which is suspended 
from three to five feet below the sprinklers. 


—It is reported, on the authority of a daily paper, that there are negotiations 
going on for the purchase of the Kane sprinkler by the Neracher & Hill Company. 
The businesslike methods of such companies as the Walworth, the Grinnell and 
the Neracher & Hill Company tell for practical results in the sprink'er market. 


—A fire in the generator room of the Phoenix Brewing Company of Cleveland 
was extinguished recently by five Neracher & Hill sprinklers. No claim. Another 
fire which occurred in the picker room of the J. & H. Glasgens Company at New 
Richmond, O., was put out by a sprinkler of the same make, no claim being made 
for insurance. 


—A new form of sprinkler called the Abbott, which is somewhat used in Indiana, 
resembles in form a football, with curved nozzle radiating from it in all directions. 
The force of the water when it is let on tu ns the head at a high speed and distri- 
butes the wat r overa large area. It is stated that this sprinkler recently saved the 
Coquiliard building at South Bend, Ind. 


—Testimonials as to the efficiency of the appliances made by the Neracher & 
Hill Sprinkler Company are numerous and convincing. Following will be found 
a copy of one letter regarding them : 

GRAND RAPIDS, MICH., Oct. 25, 1892. 
The Neracher & Hill Sprinkler Company, Warren, O.: 


GENTLEMEN—About eight o'clock this morning we had a fi e in our factory, 
starting in some unaccountable manner in the immediate vicinity of a lot of pre- 
pared materia! and kiln-dried lumber. A patrolman on Calvert street noticed the 
fire, ran to box 5 and sent alarm. There was something wrong with the wire, and 
in consequence the local fire department were a long time in reaching the building. 
Meanwhile three of your sprinklers opened and promptly extinguished a fire which 
wou'd doubtless have done a considerable damage. ‘This is the second time your 
sprinklers have saved us a loss, and we want to extend our hearty appreciation of 
your excellent system. Yours truly, 

(Signed) GRAND RAPIDS REFRIGERATOR COMPANY. 


Another fire in the same city, in the chair factory of the Stickley Brothers 
Company, was extinguished by the sprinklers with some aid from a hose connected 
with their private stand-pipe. 


—An exemplification of the good qualities possessed by the Neracher & Hill 
sprinklers was found in the fire described below: 

CINCINNATI, O., Nov. 1, 1892. 
The Neracher & Hill Sprinkler Company, Warren, O.: 

GENTLEMEN—We take pleasure in reporting a fire that just occurred in our 
bui ding. The fire occurred among some 800 pounds of cotton which was on our 
dryer, and at the time was about dry. The fire occurred during the noon hour just 
before resuming operation, and was due, we think, to spontaneous combustion, as 
follows: ‘lhere is a powerful fan to supp y a current of air to the dryer, which is 
heated by passing over coils of steam pipes. When the engine stopped at noon, 
of course the fan also stopped, but the man in charge neglected to turn off the 
steam. Hence, as there was no current of air to cerry off the heat, it gradually in- 
creased, until it became hot enough to ignite the cotton, and upon the fan starting 
after dinner was immediately fanned into a blaze. Six heads were discharged, im- 
mediately extinguishing the fire before any damage was done. The loss was so 
tr.fling that no report was made to the insurance companies. The merit of your 
sprinklers has demonstrated to our entire satisfaction, and we feel absolute security 
against a fire loss. Yours respectfully, 

(Signed) ADLER & Co., per Jos. Smith, Superintendent. 





AGENCY APPOINTMENTS. 

—W. E. Clifford, Chicago, special agent for the Lancashire. 

—k. H. Butt, agent for the Phoenix of Hartford, at Toronto, Ont. 

—James Stevenson, superintendent of agencies for the Metropolitsn Life. 

—A. Loeb & Son, agents at Chicago for the Columbian Fire of Louisvil'e. 

—Osborn & Price, local agents at Hartford for the National Fire of Hartford. 

—D. F. White, agent for the Des Moines Insurance Company, at Grinnell, Ia. 

—O. F. Jackson & Son, agents for the Phenix of Brooklyn, at Eau Claire, Wis. 

—Geo. D. Burnham, agent for the Union Mutual Fire of Montpelier, at Felch- 
ville, Vt. 

—W. C. Co k, agent for the Insurance Company of the State of Pennsylvania, 
at Blair, Neb. 


—G. H. Talbot, agent for the Atna and Hartford Fire Insurance Companies, at 
Camden, Me. 

—Frank D. Lyon, Omaha, special agent for the Palatine for Nebraska, Iowa, 
Missouri and Kansas. 


—Lyman & Drown, Springfield, Mass., general agents for the Atlas Accident 
Insurance Company. 


—R.R Moreledge, agent for the Insurance Company of the State of Pennsyl- 
vania, at Hastings, Neb. 

—James Taylor, agent at Louisville, Ky., for the Germania of New York and 
the New Hampshire of Manchester. 


—L. J. Eldridge, general agent for Northern Vermont for the Connecticut Gen- 
eral Life, headquarters at St. Johnsbury. 


—Daniel L. Brown, Concordia, Kan., Sta‘e manager for Indiana for the Atlas 
Accident Insurance Company, with headquarters at Indianapolis. 
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ENN MUTUAL LIFE INSURANCE CO. 


OF PHILADELPHIA. 
Office, Nos. 921 and 923 Chestnut Street. 


INCORPORATED IN 1847. ASSETS, $18,551,388 


PURELY MUTUAL: 


Surplus returned annually in reduction of Premiums or to increase Insurance. Policies non 
forfeitable by the rules of the Company. Endowment Policies 
issued at Life Rates. 


EDWARD M. NEEDLES, Presipent. 
H. S. StepuHens, Vice-President. Henry G. Brown, Secretary, 
JESSE J. BARKER, Actuary. 


EZRA De FOREST, General Agent, 13 Park Row, N. Y. 


 ieilaiaass INSURANCE COMPANY 
OF BROOKLYN, N. Y. 





Insures against Losses by Fire, Windstorms, Tornadoes, Cyclones and Lightning. 


New York Offices, - Stokes Building, Cedar Street, 
CASH CAPITAL, $1,000,000. 


Gross Assets, December 31, 1891...........---------0- ---00----22------0------ $5,187 ,261.60 
ERE AV CEE SE Ne ee renee ee ee eee er eee 3,676,546.41 
RE Gt Oe Py WN Rar8 nc cco censecnscccdiccdccsoccdccsscescossoss $1,510,721.19 


Losses Parp Since ORGANIZATION, $41,920,753.53. 





M. C, Puituips, WISCONSIN. 
HILLIPS & KLEIST, 
ATTORNEYS-AT-LAW, 
COOK BLOCK, OSHKOSH, WISCONSIN. 


REFERENCE—National Union Bank, The National Bank. 
ATTORNEYS FOR American Mutual Accident Association. 


Joun C. KLeEtst. 


CorroraTION AND INsuRANCE LITIGATION A SPECIALTY. 
WHEN IN NEW ORLEANS STOP AT 


HE HOTEL ET RESTAURANT DE LA 
LOUISANE. 


LOUIS BEZAUDUN, . + m ‘ 
107 and 109 Customhouse Street, «ew rovar New Orleans, La. 


A GREAT FAVORITE WITH THE INSURANCE FRATERNITY, 


“The Hub” of Plate Glass Insurance, 





PROPRIETOR, 








Larcest Assets, LArcEst INCOME AND LARGEST 
RESERVE OF ANY PLATE GLass INSURANCE 


CoMPANY IN THE WORLD. 





Figency Wants. 








RANCH OFFICE NEW YORK LIFE INSURANCE 
COMPANY, 373 FULTON STREET, BROOKLYN. 
Jno. A. McCatt, President. oe ae, 
We are offering special inducements to reliable and energetic workers to sell our New 
Accumulation Investment Policy, in connection with our other forms of insurance. Liberal 
terms to the right stamp of men. For full particulars cail at Brooklyn office. 


JOHN KAPLAN, General Agent, 
373 Fulton Street, Brooklyn, N. Y. 


Joun Kaptan, General Agent. 





RYAN McCULLEN, Jr., 
MANAGER SOUTHEASTERN DEPARTMENT, 
NATIONAL LIFE OF HARTFORD, CONN., at RicuMmonp, Va., 
Offers splendid opportunity to men of integrity and ability, to act as General and District 
agents, with first-class RENEWAL CONTRACTS, 
CORRESPONDENCE OLICITED. 





| Pian INSURANCE AGENTS 


At liberty to make contracts, are invited to communicate with the 


Home Life Insurance Co. 


TEMPORARY OFFICES: PULITZER BUILDING, NEW YorkK CITY. 
The Policies of the ‘‘ IlIomE” are broad and liberal, both as to terms and 
conditions, and contain all the advantages and options of modern insurance 


contracts, 
GEO. II. RIPLEY, President. 


Wn. A. Newe.L, Manager Western Department, Chicago, III. 





WILL C. LYMAN. C. B. STROUDBACK. 


YMAN &STROUDBACK, 
GENERAL INSURANCE AGENCY, 
No. 138 GrAVIER STREET, - - - - - New Or.geans, La. 


Agents Phoenix Assurance Company of London. Can give first-class business to a good 
Fire Company from the start. Correspondence solicited. 





NORTH AMERICAN 
ACCIDENT ASSOCIATION 
CHICAGO. 
Incorporated 1886. 





NSURANCE SOLICITORS. 

We offer liberal inducements to active solicitors, able and willing to 
wok, Accident and Health Insurance combined. If you are about making 
a change, or desire a side line, address 

BERKSHIRE HEALTH anp ACCIDENT ASSOCIATION, 
WESTFIELD, MAss. 





ANTED—GENERAL AND SPECIAL AGENTS. 


The Union CENTRAL Lire INsurANCE Company desires to employ a few more General 
and Special Agents. To the right men, who can show good records, liberal contracts will 
be granted. 

The Life-Rate Endowment Policy, non-forfeitable and incontestable as issued by 
the Union CENTRAL, combines protection with investment at ordinary life rates, and 1s very 
popular and easy to work, as shown by the rapidly increasing business of the Company. 
The amount of new insurance written since 1881 has increased over 550 per cent, Its 
interest rate has been the highest and its death rate the lowest, continuously, of any com 
pany in the United States. Correspondence solicited. Address 

JOHN M. PATTISON, Vice-President, Cincinnati, O 














